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A Note on the Sources 
The pages which have been _ 
filmed are the best copies 
available. Every technical 
_ effort possible has been 
made to ensure legibility. 











PUBLICATION AND MICROFILM 
COPYING RESTRICTIONS 


Reel duplication of the whole or of 
any part of this film is prohibited. 
In lieu of transcripts, however, 
enlarged photocopies of selected 
items contained on these reels 
may be made in order to facilitate 
research. 








NOTEBOOK SERIES 
POCKET NOTEBOOKS 








Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 


These thirty-five pocket-sized notebooks cover the years 1911- 
1919. One additional book—PN-10-00-00.2, which was probably used 
during the summer and fall of 1911—appears in Thomas A. Edison Papers: 
A Selective Microfilm Edition, Part IV, reel 178, and Thomas A. Edison 
Papers Digital Edition, NPO86. The books were used by Edison to record 
ideas about business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to 
be performed. Some of the entries have been crossed out, and some were 
subsequently copied into other books. 


The seventeen books for 1911-1915 relate to a variety of topics, 
including primary and storage batteries, disc and cylinder records, cement, 
and motion pictures. In addition to technical notes and drawings, there are 
notes about inventions to be patented, songs and recording artists, 
phonograph and record sales, advertising ideas, legal and patent matters, 
costs and salaries, and personnel issues. There are also cost estimates for 
the new chemical plants constructed after the outbreak of World War |, 
along with notes about projected phenol and benzol sales. 


The thirteen books for 1916-1918 pertain primarily to submarine 
detection experiments and other research performed for the U.S. Navy 
during World War |, although there are also notes about disc records, 
batteries, and other topics. Some of the entries in these books were made 
aboard the USS Sachem in Long Island Sound and at the U.S. Naval base 
in Key West, Florida, where Edison resided during February-April 1918. 


The entries in the five books for 1919 relate to projects begun after 
Edison's return to West Orange in May 1918. Included are notes on 
improvements in the Lalande primary battery, the processing of lithium 
ores, the construction of disc record blanks, experiments with chalk 
telephones, and the development of a starter battery for the Ford 
automobile. 








Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, NP-12-04-27 


This undated pocket notebook was used by Edison, probably 
during the winter and spring of 1911, to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of 
the items have been crossed out. Clean transcriptions of some of the 
entries in this book can be found in PN-11-05-15. Included are notes 
relating to storage batteries, record production, recorders and reproducers, 
and cement. There are also lists of inventions to be patented, as well as 
lists of musical selections and singers. The business-related entries include 
notes about prospective employees, advertising, costs, taxes, and film 
rentals to owners of home projecting kinetoscopes. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are battery experimenters Ralph Arbogast and Thomas D. Greenley; 
chemists Jonas W. Aylsworth, Ignacy Goldstein, and Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott; 
master machinist Robert A. Bachman; Frank L. Dyer, president of Thomas 
A. Edison, Inc., and head of the Legal Dept.; Walter H. Miller, head of the 
Recording Dept.; and phonograph experimenter Alexander N. Pierman. 
The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-11-05-15 


The two dated entries in this pocket notebook are from May and 
July 1911. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of 
the items have been crossed out. Some entries appear to be clean 
transcriptions of entries from PN-12-04-17. Included are notes relating to 
battery experiments, chemical additives for Ni(QH)2 (nickel hydroxide) in 
batteries, cell regeneration, and new battery models. Also included are 
entries pertaining to veneers for disc records, talking pictures, and battery- 
powered trucks manufactured by the Lansden Co. In addition, there are 
lists of inventions to be patented, data on costs for various materials and 
parts, and talking points for marketing and promotion. Some of the entries 
deal with Edison's upcoming trip to Europe, such as obtaining passports for 
the family and finding out whether a duty had to be paid on cigars. At one 
point, the inventor reminds himself to "take new memo book to Europe" 
[probably PN-10-00-00.2 in Thomas A. Edison Papers: A Selective 
Microfilm Edition, Part IV, reel 178, and Thomas A. Edison Papers Digital 
Edition, NPO86]. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are Edward L. Aiken, assistant superintendent of the Edison Phonograph 
Works; assistant engineer John R. Anderson, Jr.; chemists Jonas W. 
Aylsworth and Ignacy Goldstein; master machinist Robert A. Bachman; 
chief engineer Donald M. Bliss; Frank L. Dyer, president of Thomas A. 
Edison, Inc., and head of the Legal Dept.; William H. Meadowcroft, 
Edison's personal assistant; Harry F. Miller, Edison's personal secretary; 
machinists Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore and Albert F. Wurth; and machinist 
and longtime Edison associate Frederick P. Ott. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-11-12-01 


This pocket notebook is probably a continuation of PN-10-00-00.2 
(see Thomas A. Edison Papers: A Selective Microfilm Edition, Part |V, reel 
178, and Thomas A. Edison Papers Digital Edition, NPO86).The dated 
entries are from December 1911 and January 1912. The book was used by 
Edison to record ideas about business matters, experiments to be tried, 
and other tasks to be performed. Many of the items have been crossed out. 
Included are notes relating to primary batteries, storage batteries, and 
battery applications such as country house lighting, automobile lighting, and 
miner's safety lamps. Also included are entries pertaining to the home 
projecting kinetoscope, the kinetophone, and phonograph machines, 
cabinets, and records. In addition, there are notes regarding inventions to 
be patented and inquiries to make of the Legal Dept. about patents already 
applied for. Toward the end of the book are four pages of notes entitled 
"Chapples Book," in which Edison evaluates some of the individual songs 
in Joe Mitchell Chapple's Heart Songs Dear To The American People. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are Edward L. Aiken, assistant superintendent of the Edison Phonograph 
Works; assistant engineer John R. Anderson, Jr.; chemists Jonas W. 
Aylsworth and Ignacy Goldstein; master machinist Robert A. Bachman; 
chief engineer Donald M. Bliss and his successor, Miller Reese Hutchison; 
Walter H. Miller, head of the Recording Dept.; experimenters Charles T. 
Dally, Daniel Higham, and Alexander N. Pierman; machinist and longtime 
Edison associate Frederick P. Ott; his nephew, chemist Ludwig F. (Louis) 
Ott; Brian H. Philpot of the Disc Record Manufacturing Dept.; and machinist 
Albert F. Wurth. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 150 pages 
have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-12-03-10 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from February-April 
1912. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of 
the items have been crossed out. Included are notes relating to storage 
battery tests, country house lighting, phonograph records and reproducers, 
the home projecting kinetoscope, the kinetophone, rectifiers, and ore 
concentration. In addition, there are lists of inventions to be patented, along 
with lists of songs (including some suggested by humorist Walt Mason) and 
recording artists, The business-related entries include notes about record 
sales, advertising ideas, legal and patent issues, new companies, dealers, 
and educational and other films, along with data on costs and salaries. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are assistant engineer John R. Anderson, Jr.; chief engineer Donald M. 
Bliss; experimenters Charles T. Dally and Alexander N. Pierman; Frank L. 
Dyer, president of Thomas A. Edison, Inc., and head of the Legal Dept.; 
chemist Ignacy Goldstein; Walter H. Miller, head of the Recording Dept.; 
machinist and longtime Edison associate Frederick P. Ott; his nephew, 
chemist Ludwig F. (Louis) Ott; Brian H. Philpot of the Disc Record 
Manufacturing Dept.; and machinist Albert F. Wurth. The pages are 
unnumbered. Approximately 160 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, NP-12-06-04 


The one dated entry in this pocket notebook is from June 1912, 
The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business matters, 
experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of the 
items have been crossed out. Included are entries relating to salaries, 
costs, advertising, musical pieces, recording artists, and composers. The 
experimental notes pertain to disc record production, phonograph 
recorders and cabinets, storage batteries, and electric vehicles. Among the 
Edison employees mentioned in the book are H. Grimes and Brian H. 
Philpot of the Disc Record Manufacturing Dept. and Walter H. Miller, head 
of the Recording Dept. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 40 
pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-12-08-16 


The two dated entries in this pocket notebook are from August and 
November 1912. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about 
business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Many of the items have been crossed out. Included are notes 
relating to storage batteries and to battery applications such as country 
house lighting, automobile starters, and miner's safety lamps. Also included 
are entries pertaining to the home projecting kinetoscope, improvements in 
the kinetophone, phonograph cabinet designs, and the production of disc 
records. The business-related entries include notes about costs, salaries, 
personnel issues, and staffing. There are also notes on recording artists 
and musical pieces. A two-page list of managerial and clerical staff, along 
and their salaries, appears near the end of the book. A variant version of 
this list can be found in PN-13-01-04. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are Frank L. Dyer, president of Thomas A. Edison, Inc. (TAE Inc.) and 
head of the Legal Dept.; Carl H. Wilson, vice president and general 
manager of TAE Inc.; Edward L. Aiken, assistant superintendent of the 
Edison Phonograph Works; H. Grimes and Brian H. Philpot of the Disc 
Record Manufacturing Dept.; and Walter H. Miller, head of the Recording 
Dept. The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 160 pages have been 
used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-13-01-04 


The two dated entries in this pocket notebook are from December 
1912 and January 1913. The book was used by Edison to record ideas 
about business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Many of the items have been crossed out. Included are notes 
relating to storage batteries and to battery applications such as automobile 
starters and miner's safety lamps. Also included are entries pertaining to 
improvements in the kinetophone, phonograph cabinet designs, and 
experiments with disc records. A Series of irregularly numbered 
experiments, running in reverse order from 474 to 346, appears near the 
end of the book. The few business-related entries include notes about 
patents, patent applications, costs, and salaries. Also included is a two- 
page list of managerial and clerical staff and their salaries, which appears 
to be a variant version of the list at the end of PN-12-08-06. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are master machinist Robert A. Bachman; H. Grimes of the Disc Record 
Manufacturing Dept.; Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, one of Edison's principal 
assistants in the development of disc records; and Carl H. Wilson, vice 
president and general manager of Thomas A. Edison, Inc. The flyleaf is 
inscribed “Final Entry April 28, 1919." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 160 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-12-00-00 


This undated pocket notebook, which was probably used in 1912, 
is not part of the run of "idea books" that constitute the majority of Edison's 
pocket notebooks. Instead, it contains notes by Edison on phonograph 
recordings. Some of the recordings are listed according to categories: reed 
orchestra, brass orchestra, brass and swing, instrumental quartets, 
general, and "explanatory talk." There are also references to the records 
being sent to baths A, B, and C. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 25 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-13-07-12 


The first dated entry in this pocket notebook is from July 1913, 
although the book was probably started at the beginning of the year. It was 
used by Edison to record ideas about business matters, experiments to be 
tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of the items have been 
crossed out. Included are technical notes relating to electroplating, disc 
records, automobile starters, batteries, home projecting kinetoscopes, 
telephones, and electromotographs. Many of the entries pertaining to disc 
records are preceded by experiment numbers, which may correspond to 
experiment numbers in other notebooks. Toward the end of the book are 
business-related entries regarding problems with disc record manufacture, 
costs, labor, orders, investments, and the financial standing of various 
Edison companies. Similar information can be found in PN-13-09-24. The 
last two pages contain notes in Edison's hand about the social activities of 
his wife, Mina Miller Edison, probably during the period April 22-May 15, 
1913. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are chemists Jonas W. Aylsworth, Peter C. Christensen, and Ignacy 
Goldstein; master machinist Robert A. Bachman; experimenter Charles T. 
Dally; William W. Dinwiddie and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, two of 
Edison's principal assistants in the development of disc records; Harold H. 
Smith, chief of the Battery Research Dept. at the West Orange laboratory; 
and Carl H. Wilson, vice president and general manager of Thomas A. 
Edison, Inc. There are also many references to industrialist Henry Ford. 
The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 160 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-13-09-24 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from July-October 
1913. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of 
the items have been crossed out. The entries at the beginning of the book 
pertain to the finances of Thomas A. Edison, Inc., and other Edison 
companies, as well as to Edison’s personal finances. Similar information 
can be found in PN-13-07-12, and some of the entries in that earlier book 
appear to have been copied into this one. The remaining entries relate 
primarily to the development and production of disc records. Included is 
data on production costs, daily production numbers, and salaries. Also 
included are notes and instructions about automobile starters, chemicals, 
batteries, cell regeneration, miner's safety lamps, and kinetophones. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are experimenters Charles T. Dally, William W. Dinwiddie, Archiebald D. 
Hoffman, and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, principal assistants in the 
development of disc records; Charles W. Luhr, superintendent of the West 
Orange laboratory; and Carl H. Wilson, vice president and general 
manager of Thomas A. Edison, Inc. The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 150 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-13-12-05 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from December 
1913 and January-March 1914. Some of the entries were made at Edison's 
winter home in Fort Myers, Florida. The book was used to record ideas 
about business matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be 
performed. Some of the items have been crossed out. Included are 
technical notes relating to disc record blanks, film developing machines, 
electromotographs, and batteries. The business-related eniries include 
notes and calculations on phonograph and record sales, production 
numbers for records, phonograph demonstrators, advertising for 
phonographs and kinetophones, a new kinetophone plant, and copyrights 
for disc recordings. Also included are statistics on orders for discs, along 
with notes on musical selections and recording artists. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are Carl H. Wilson, vice president and general manager of Thomas A. 
Edison, Inc.; William Maxwell, second vice president and head of the 
Phonograph Dept.; Walter H. Miller, head of the Recording Dept.; Harold H. 
Smith, chief of the Battery Research Dept.; and Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, 
one of Edison's principal assistants in the development of disc records. The 
flyleaf is inscribed "Ent final April 28 1919." The pages are unnumbered. 
Approximately 125 pages have been used. 
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Notebook Series -- Pocket Notebooks 
Notebook, PN-14-04-13 


The dated entries in this pocket notebook are from February-July 
1914. The book was used by Edison to record ideas about business 
matters, experiments to be tried, and other tasks to be performed. Many of 
the items have been crossed out. At the beginning of the book are notes 
about phonograph orders and costs. These are followed by experimental 
notes relating to disc record development and production, chalk 
telephones, battery cell regeneration, and automobile batteries and 
charging stations. The business-related entries include notes about payroll 
and expenses in the Home Projecting Kinetoscope Dept. and working 
shifts in the Cylinder Record Dept. Also included are entries pertaining to 
record dealers and recording artists. In addition, there are notes about 
sales of Amberola records, kinetoscopes, and batteries, along with 
comparative data regarding the costs of using Edison batteries and those 
of competitors. 


Among the numerous Edison employees mentioned in the book 
are master machinist Robert A. Bachman; John V. Miller, Edison's brother- 
in-law and manager of the Edison Chemical Works at Silver Lake; Walter 
H. Miller, head of the Recording Dept.; Sherwood T. (Sam) Moore, a 
principal assistant in the development of disc records; and Harold H. Smith, 
chief of the Battery Research Dept. The inside front cover is inscribed 
“Entered final April 28 1919." The pages are unnumbered. Approximately 
125 pages have been used. 
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